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Summer 2021 

From your ACP Center Owner 

-Francine Zodda  

Preparing for the 2020-2021 
REGISTRATION NOW OPEN!  This year, ACP will be 
registering for all ages.  Space is limited.  We love refer-
rals as this is what helps our ACP family grow.  Referrals 
are the best and highest compliment our ACP centers 
can receive.  ACP managers and staff work together as a 
team and we love caring for and educating your child.  
We are of the upmost gratitude when receiving referrals.  
We cherish your most precious possession and would 
only want to build on that relationship. So thank you for 
your referrals.  Thank you for your trust in ACP Early 
Learning Centers.  It means a lot. :) 

 

 

Beginning July 1, DHS will facilitate the following improvements: 

• Reducing family payments: Family payments or copayments -- the monthly 
amount parents are required to pay to childcare providers for the cost of their 
child care -- will be permanently lowered to $1 per month for families with 
incomes at or below 100% of the Federal Poverty Limit (FPL). 80% of all 
families will see a reduction in their monthly co-pay. Families will need to re-
determine to re-adjust their copays on file.

• Helping families as income grows: Going forward, CCAP families will now 
remain eligible until the family’s income surpasses 250% of the Federal Pov-
erty Level (FPL), instead of the current cap of 225%. The income thresholds 
to be eligible for and to remain on the Child Care Assistance Program have 
been updated to current FPL and State Median Income (SMI) amounts. Pay-
ments will increase from there on a sliding scale based on family income. 
These improvements allow families more flexibility as people begin to return 
to work and rebuild from the financial impact of the COVID 19 pandemic. 

• Preserving co-pay percentage limits: Family payments will remain permanent-
ly capped at 7% of family income, with co-pays for 80% of families falling be-
low that rate. Families will need to redetermine to re-adjust their copays on file. 



Exciting ACP Summer Camp Photos 

Meet our Favorite ACP Role Models & Family…. 

Meet Mr. Steve!  Aside from his charismic charm and wit, Mr. Steve handles our landscaping 
and snow plowing needs.  He works closely with Mr. Greg to oversee all ACP maintenance and 
repair projects, too Thank you Mr. Steve!  A welcomed addition to our ACP family! 

Meet Mr. Ken!  Mr. Ken has worked for ACP Early Learning Programs for about a year now.  He 
works in all age groups and just loves being with the kids at ACP of Antioch.  See how he loves  to 
read stories, play with the children, and most of all, care and educate them all!  From infants to 
School age, Mr. Ken is one of a kind!   

Meet Mr. Chris!  As an ACP of McHenry Teacher, Mr. Chris is a kind, gentle, and warm teacher 
who provides care and education all day long to our school age children.  Mr. Chris has been with 
our program for about a year now and absolutely adores all the children.  Thank you Mr. Chris for 
working hard each and every day! 

Meet Mr. Greg!  Mr. Greg is our ACP Facilities Manager and has been with our ACP family for 
over 4 years now.  If you are wondering who keeps our buildings in tip top shape, look no further.  
It’s Mr. Greg who handles all the building and facility needs.  Without Mr. Greg, our buildings 
would not be so great!  The care and love Mr. Greg has for our programs, especially the children in 
care, Mr. Greg does it all!  We thank him for a job well done each and every day!  

Some words from our Summer Campers…. 
We’ve been busy, busy, and busy with exciting things at Summer Camp with 
your children.  Here is what they had to tell us about what they love about 
ACP Summer Camp. 
 
“I Liked the movie theater because I like movies.” - Ethan R. 
“I meet a lot of fun people.” - Jax J. 
“I like Safri Land because of the games & the rides.” - Jackson C. 



As the State of Illinois is opening, we feel a sense of hope while we take some deep breaths as a sigh of relief.  I believe we 

turned the corner and we are on our way to our ‘normal’.  I believe things are stabilizing and soon enough… this way of life 

will be over and way behind us. 

 

As ACP Business Owner, my top priority has always been safety.  My team and I have worked diligently each and every day 

providing safe environments for your most precious prize, your children.  I am happy to report that we are managing to pro-

vide quality care at the safest and highest levels.  We continue to follow our local and state health departments and DCFS 

guidelines.  Recently, our centers were able to bring back family style meals, dramatic play, and water play.  Our little learn-

ers are so thrilled!   

 

So for now, we are going to stay the course and carry on safely while following our guidance. As previously mentioned, I 

work hard at staying on top of the information to share with my team and with parents.  I have full confidence that things will 

continue to get better by year end with a complete ‘return to normal’ in the very beginning of 2022.  As for now, we continue 

to work together and continue to build a better and safe environment.   
 

As always, I thank you for your continued support, love, and trust in ACP.  We will get through this together. 

 

With much love from your ACP Center Owner, 

-Francine Zodda 

  

As you may know, this past Spring, all ACP locations received the Quality  
Improvement (QI) Fund Grant. In Illinois, quality is recognized through a program  
called ExceleRate Illinois. All ACP locations participate in this credentialing  
program yearly and hold certificates to achieve credentialing. This year, all  
3 locations were awarded this grant to maintain our circle of quality according  
to state standards.   
 
In addition to this awesome achievement… I would like to Congratulate the staff at ACP of McHenry for earning their Excellerate 
Silver Credential renewal.  All requirements were met and we received the Silver certificate.  Outstanding work from ACP of 
McHenry staff!   
 
We set our sights on both ACP of Volo and ACP of Antioch to apply for this credential.  This year, we are or-
ganizing our efforts to achieve the Silver status in both locations as well.  I will keep you posted with more 
updates about the progress of this effort. 

  

A Few Thoughts from Francine, your Center Owner…. 

Exciting ACP Announcements 

More about ACP Improvements 
At ACP we also have a full time facilities manager who handles all the day to day repairs and ongoing maintenance.  Mr. Greg has 
been with ACP for about 4 years and he helps keep our buildings in good repair and in good operations. We are thankful for Mr. 
Greg! Recently, Mr. Steve has joined us to help with landscaping and snow removal.  Both men work together in tandem to han-
dle all our building repair needs.  Thank you to you both! 
 

In addition to ongoing repairs, maintenance, and improvements to our ACP centers, you may have noticed new mulch around our 
trees, bushes, and playground mulch were added.  In addition to that, we replaced the playground railroad ties as they were rot-
ted and beyond repair at ACP of McHenry.  We also replaced our failing ejector pump in Antioch.   
 
 

Next year, we would like to repair pot holes in our parking lots, repave, and re-line parking spaces.  Another goal for next year 
will be to repaint the interior of all ACP locations.  Our goal is to have these two projects completed by end of next year.  It is 
always an on-going process, which we stay on top of to keep our buildings looking clean, neat, and professional for our ACP 
families. 
 


